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Happy Hearts
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T HE SEASON OF THANKSGIVING IS HERE AND Since that time, our celebration of Thanksgiving has de-
should be a time of incredible joy and happiness, for volved from one of deep gratitude to Almighty God for His
truly we are a blessed people. We live in a land of grace, mercy and bounty, to one that revolves, almost ex-
incredible opportunity and bounty, and as Christians God clusively, around family, leisure, parades, sports and
haso0bl essed us in the heavenly shoppngms with every spiritual

bl essing in Christoé (Ephesians 1:3).
With a new and ugly political and worldview divide
How do we say oOthank youdé f or blightng eudnatioh, & is brheewe ®rce again remember a s

these? The simple answer, though not so simply demon- the source of all our blessings and the One who alone can
strated, is to live each moment with a spirit of boundless heal the national wounds we feel. It is time we truly
gratitude, always aware that every blessing we enjoy is the count our blessings, naming them one by one. It is time
undeserved outpouring of our generous, compassionate that we loosen the cords that often bind our hearts and let
heavenly Father. The apostle Paul describes this kind of generosity and goodness flow out of a cheerful and giddy

gratitude as expressing i t s el hearttfdr allothag God as tloree rWe (thedChugch viii tieg .
The word ocheerful 6 that Paul Bodyef£&hrigt)are theaptinsary vehides God bhas @rdaiaed e d
ohil arious. ¢ We shoul d be s o towringhealirganidblessing to yhe iotide magni -

tude of Godds generosity to wus that we are | eft speechl ess

and giddy; so much so that it expresses itself in free, exhil- That begins with us realizing the blessing of God in our

arating giving with noremorse. own lives and responding in appropriate expressions of
gratitude. Because of this conviction, we are asking you

This was how the Macedonian Christians gave in response to count your blessings and respond with a special Har-

to hardships the church i nouf erwvest GelebrationDffesingf a on Sumday, Nevemberd25

of the most severe trial, their overflowing joy and their ex- This will not be an additional offering on that day, just

treme poverty welled up in r i ofethgteefieets ausmost generougratfunle forralt that a n s

8:2). This should be the way we give also i of our heart, God has done.

our talent, our time, our energy and our resources.
We are also nearing the end of the year and some of us

The first Thanksgiving, from which our national holiday will be looking for ways to make year end donations for
was born, occurred in the autumn of 1621 following a bru- tax purposes. If this is something you typically do, let me
tal winter nearly a year earlier, encourage you to prayerfully

in which many of the first pil-
grim settlers lost their lives.
The survivors forged a relation-
ship with the neighboring Native
Americans who taught them how
to hunt, fish and raise produce.
The result was a bountiful year
of produce and a shared meal
with the Wampanoag Native
Americans for their kindness
and generosity, and to Almighty
God, the true source of all good-

consider making that a King-
dom gift. There are many excel-
lent Kingdom enterprises and
ministries to contribute to and
individuals you can bless in Je-
sus name. But if HCC and our
mission to connect people to the
heart of Jesus is important to
you, we are in need of making
up about a weekds
to the lakeside outreach event,
as well as meeting upcoming

ness and blessing. needs in missions and address-
ing our facility challenges. We would be honored to ad-

Generations later, Sarah J. Hale, a tenacious magazine ministrate that gift conscientiously and faithfully in the

journalist, was deeply troubled by the deep and painful di- name of Jesus.

vide within our nation that led to the Civil War. She cam-

paigned tirelessly through letter writing to politicians, be- Praying with you!

lieving that a national day of Thanksgiving would go a long Thankful and praying for you!

way in healing the hateful, bloody divide within our nation.

Her efforts were rewarded, and Thanksgiving became a Jlm

national holiday in 1863 by proclamation of Abraham Lin-
coln following the Battle of Gettysburg.
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